MANAWATU
RUGBY

Club Rugby Council meeting (2011/4)

Date: Wednesday, 30 November 2011
Location: MRU Referees’ Room, FMG Stadium
Time: 7pm

Minutes
1. Welcome and apologies

Attendees: Dave Faulkner (CRC Chair), John Whitehead (MRU Board), Chris
Ricketts (MRU community rugby manager), Martin Brady (MRU rugby services
manager), Phil Metcalf (Old Boys Marist), Mike Burmeister (Bush Sports), Andrew
Rankin (Bush Sports),Terry Cooney (Halcombe), Mike Dravitski (Te Kawau),
Patrick Bevan (Bunnythorpe), Colin Parker (Freyberg), Tasi Tuhana (Freyberg),
Barry Mitchell (Dannevirke Sports), Aaron Third (Bulls), Garry Watts (Dannevirke
Sports), George Ponga (Kia Toa), Jason Wright (Bulls), Dan Lewis (Feilding Old
Boys Oroua), Troy Homes (Linton Army), Kim Durham (College Old Boys).

Apologies: John Knowles (MRU CEO), Steve Morris (MRU Board Chair), Hugh
Blair (MRU Board), Clayton Crowther (Feilding), Neil Aitcheson (Freyberg), Roger
Heatley (Ashhurst Pohangina), Kevin Tod (Old Boys Marist), Dave Adamson (Kia
Toa).

2. Confirmation of minutes from 26 October 2011

Confirmed by Dan Lewis / Phil Metcalf

3. Matters arising

No matters arising

4, New Vote: Freyberg Old Boys RFC’s request for 2012 Senior Il status

a. Freyberg representative addresses the meeting
¢ Freyberg declined the opportunity to speak
b. Discussion from the floor
¢ A brief discussion took place



c. Vote
¢ The vote was a show of hands with the following resuit:

In_Favour: Bulls (1), Bunnythorpe (1), Bush (1), Freyberg (2),
Halcombe (1).

Against: College Old Boys (2), Dannevirke Sports (2), Feilding Old
Boys Oroua (2), Kia Toa (2), Linton Army (2), Old Boys Marist (2),
Massey University (2), Te Kawau (2).
¢ Request declined 16 to 6.
5. Operational Support Committee Recommendations

Please refer to Appendix one regarding the OSC recommendations.

Points 1 to 5 were discussed and ratified at the meeting with much discussion
around the criteria to Senior 1 status.

The discussion centred around whether removing the need for clubs to have a
stand-alone Colts side to maintain their Senior 1 Status would see clubs lessening
their focus on the age group. Those members who spoke to the matter believed
that focusing on the age group was still essential for club development.

Promotion/Relegation:

A vote was taken by a show of hands on how the promoted team should
be determined — a motion was put that the promotion team should be the
winner of the final. The votes were;

In Favour: Linton Army (2), Kia Toa (2), Bulis (1), Halcombe (1), Old Boys
Marist (2), Feilding Old Boys Oroua (2), Massey University (2), Te Kawau
(2), Bush Sports (1).

Against: College Old Boys (2), Freyberg (2), Bunnythorpe (1).

Abstained: Dannevirke Sports.

Decision: The promotion team would be the winner of the grade final. Vote
was 15-5.

2012 Senior 1 & 2 Competition Format:

Mr Ricketts told the meeting that the NZRU had pushed back by one week
the start date of the 2012 ITM Cup (now 25 August) which meant it was
possible to play two full rounds of the club competition plus finals before
Turbo players would be taken out.

A vote was taken on whether to progress the option that allowed the
Turbos to participate in the entire club competition. The results were:



In favour: Old Boys Marist (2), College Old Boys (2), Kia Toa (2), Te
Kawau (2), Massey University (2).

Against: Linton Army (2), Feilding Old Boys Oroua (2), Dannevirke Sports
(2), Freyberg (2).

Decision: The option which allowed Turbos to participate in the entire
competition was favoured 10 votes to 8.

Both the Senior 1 and 2 competitions (10 teams in each) would be
mirrored with the following details:

a. Start date — Saturday, 24 March 2012

b. Finish date — Saturday, 4 August 2012

¢. One round of home and away with semifinal and final
d. No play over Anzac Day

2012 Senior Reserve & Presidents:

The meeting decided that these two grades could start later (after Easter)
on Saturday 14 April 2012.

2012 Colts Grade:

A discussion was had with the following points raised:

¢ Possible move to one large pool where some of the lesser teams
would to play the tougher sides once. This would be decided upon
once team entries are known.

e Cost of travelling for clubs to play teams from outside the MRU
boundary.

e Feilding High School’'s 1% XV’s inclusion in the grade. In 2011 the
school's team entered the competition and dominated most
opponents. Concerns were raised at the strength of the side and
their ability to commit to every game of the competition. Mr Ricketts
is to follow up with the school.

Other grades:
It was decided that the format would be decided on the number of entries.

MRU Player Transfer System:

The meeting decided that clubs would provide a list to the MRU of players who
had outstanding debts to their clubs as at 31 December. The MRU would then
notify all clubs and work with those clubs affected to get matters resolved.




6. MRU letter to Clubs — Payment of Players
Please refer to Appendix two regarding this topic.

Mr Ricketts read a report from MRU CEO John Knowles in which he outlined a
number of matters, most importantly the issue about clubs which looked to pay or
provide assistance to MRU contracted players to play for their club.

Mr Ricketts said if that was occurring then clubs needed to contact the MRU CEO
to ensure there was no conflict with the Players’ Salary Cap.

Dave Faulkner thanked Mr Ricketts for his work over the last six years and wished
him well with his future endeavours. Mr Ricketts finishes with the MRU in late
December.

7. General Business

Mike Burmeister of the Bush Sports Club gave the meeting an update on the club
following the vote against the club fielding a Senior 1 in 2012 at the last CRC
meeting. He made the following comments:
 He thanked the clubs that voted for them but was accepting
of the CRC’s decision
e Up to 17 players had indicated they want to play Senior 1
rugby in Wairarapa Bush next season (preferably for Bush)
e The decision of the players to move has put the Bush
committee in a diffieult position and it may decide to play its
rugby in the WBRFU competition in 2012 in order to save
its club.

Meeting closed at 8.41pm.

Next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 24 January 2012
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MANAWATU RUGBY UNION
CLUB RUGBY COUNCIL

CEO REPORT
30 November 2011

Since the last meeting of the Club Rugby Council, the staff has been quite busy with future planning
and 2011 review of competitions, programmes and administration.

The ITM cup competition for 2012 will commence on the weekend of the 25™ August and conclude
on 27" October. The competition will include a semi-final and a final. This means that we have a
further week available between club rugby and ITM Cup.

In 2012 we are planning on reintroducing a development team into a regional competition. At
present these are being budgeted for, but further discussions are needed with various parties to
finalise these teams. NZRU has advised that there will be a change from NZ Under 20 team to an
Under 19 team. This will mean that we will also amend our age grades accordingly.

The New Zealand Rugby Union has had a working party preparing a change in the constitution
around NZRU Board make-up and voting powers. In essence, there is likely to be a removal of zone
representation and be replaced with a system that a Union can nominate any number of candidates
for a position on the board. The Appointments and Remuneration Committee will put up two
candidates for each position for the AGM to vote on. No person can be put up from the floor. There
is a set criteria for which candidates will have to meet to be eligible, and the committee has to take
into account the geographical distribution and rural versus metropolitan spread of nominations.

The number of votes is determined by the number of teams each Union has. There has been some
change to this to recognise the number of votes large metropolitan areas receive. A Special General
Meeting is likely to be called to ratify these changes early in the New Year.

This week there is a Chairman/CEO meeting to be held in conjunction with the annual Steinlager
awards dinner. Steve Morris and | will be in attendance. A G9 Union meeting is to be held at the
same time along with a Hurricanes AGM.

At present we have a range of players contracted and a number of younger players contracted on
development contracts for 2012. These are as follows:

Nick Crosswell James Oliver
Siosaia Ma’afu Fia David Te Moana
Rob Foreman Fraser Stone
Grant Polson Doug Tietjens
Callum Gibbins Hamish Gosling
Aaron Smith Tomasi Cama
Michael Fitzgerald Aseli Tikorituma
Craig Clare Reece Robinson

Nehe Milner-Skudder



Young Players Contracted to the Manawatu Academy
The Union has been quite proactive in recruiting young players to join the Manawatu Academy. The following
are the boys who have been provided development contracts.

Michael Gardner
Hamish Northcott
Dan Fitzgerald
Jade Te Rure
Matthew Gardner
Jamie Perigo
Tom Hughes
Daniel Law
Willie Paia'aua
Jason Emery
Nick Grogan
Tepasu Thomas

Club Benefits to Players

The Manawatu Rugby Union is concerned for rumours and accusations around clubs and third
parties making payments to players. This has been outlined in a letter to Chairpersons of clubs and |
am still to follow up with each individual club.

I'am concerned in particular for the long term implications for clubs. As we all know, players talk
among themselves and this in term leads to disgruntled players who would otherwise be loyal to
clubs. It is difficult enough in the professional environment of the Union, let alone it sneaking into
clubs.

As explained in the letter, our main concern is with those players already contracted to Manawatu
and how this may impact on the salary cap. The implications are far reaching for the Union and | am
seeking legal advice as to how the Union can verify such payments — either by way of signed
declarations from clubs, or by declarations from players. Either way, it must also cover known third
party arrangements — just as it applies to NZRU by provincial unions. .

House Project

The house is still progressing with a view to it being on sale in the not too distant future. It has been
quite a difficult exercise with a shortage of builders available to assist. The website has a list of the
companies involved and how others can help. There is a shopping list on the site that we are
encouraging people to look at and offer a pledge. These are things like taps, tub, dishwasher and
fittings etc.

John Knowles




